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“Bbi  Americanets?”  asked  a  tovarish. 
“Ya  Americanets,”  I  answered. 

WE  were  down  on  that  part  of  the 
Russian  Front  which  bulged  out 
into  Poland.  It  was  in  1917,  during 
the  Indian  summer  of  November’s  first 
days.  The  Bolsheviki  had  not  yet  gained 
control  though  there  was  growing  confusion 
all  about  us.  The  air  was  filled  with  wild 
rumors  of  the  overthrow  of  the  Provisional 
Government  and  the  signing  of  a  treaty  of 
peace,  but  the  soldiers  still  thronged  the 
reserve  depots  and  went  to  and  from  the 
front  dugouts.  In  the  lulls  between  the 
periods  of  service  in  the  front  trench,  the 
Russian  “tovarish”  gave  himself  up  to  a 
spasm  of  political  talk. 

It  was  just  as  I  walked  into  the  room 
where  a  heated  political  discussion  was 
going  on  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  dif¬ 
ferent  forms  of  democratic  government 
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that  the  question  was  flung  at  me  by  a 
man  in  the  group: 

“You  American?” 

To  which  I  replied  in  Russian. 

“I  American.” 

The  meeting  at  once  resolved  itself, 
automatically  and  without  form,  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  pump  me  with 
questions  about  America. 

“How  long  ago  did  you  leave  America?” 

“Why  is  America  in  this  war?” 

“Is  the  war  popular  in  America?” 

“Is  it  true  that  in  America  the  people 
rule;  that  they  really  determine  whether 
the  nation  shall  go  to  war?” 

“Tell  us  about  American  freedom.  How 
does  it  work?” 

These  were  but  a  few  of  the  scores  of 
questions  hurled  at  me  in  machine  gun 
fashion,  as  I  stood  in  the  center  of  the 
room.  I  spoke  with  the  aid  of  a  dic¬ 
tionary,  but  the  whole  crowd  gathered 
around  and  listened  for  more  than  an  hour; 
how  America  was  in  the  war;  why  she  was 
there;  what  she  was  doing;  and  the  kind  of 
unselfish  freedom  for  which  she  was  fighting. 

America  to  them  was  a  land  of  dreams. 
Some  of  the  men  had  never  seen  a  map  of 
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the  world  and  did  not  know  where  America 
was  located  but  they  had  heard  its  name 
and  that  name  to  them  stood  for  Liberty. 

The  war  in  which  we  have  been  engaged 
has  been  different  from  any  previous  war 
in  history.  It  has  been  a  war  of  ideals, 
liberty  versus  dominion,  autocracy  versus 
democracy,  freedom  versus  oppression  and 
actual  victory  in  this  struggle  will  be 
reckoned  only  through  the  ultimate  tri¬ 
umph  of  one  of  these  ideals. 

We  have  seen  in  this  struggle  how  power¬ 
ful  is  personal  influence  and  exchange  of 
thought  in  persuading  national  movements. 
What  was  impossible  for  the  armies  of  the 
Central  Powers  in  breaking  Russian  opposi¬ 
tion  was  accomplished  a  year  ago  by  their 
artists,  writers  and  agents  working  along 
the  Russian  Front  and  back  among  the 
peasant  homes.  Daily  news  bulletins, 
first  dropped  from  balloons  and  later  dis¬ 
tributed  by  chosen  messengers;  posters, 
and  postcards,  calling  for  “Peace”  and 
“Brotherhood,”  so  persuaded  the  Russian 
Army  that  Brest-Litovsk  followed  as  a 
result. 

Ideals  rule  the  world  but  their  purity 
determines  the  weal  or  the  woe  of  the 
earth's  people.  The  ideal  of  freedom  must 
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be  established  in  the  place  of  dominion. 
We  have  been  fighting  to  defend  our  ideals 
of  freedom  and  in  order  to  make  these 
the  ideals  of  the  world — to  conserve  the 
victory  gained  —  we  must  teach  the  full 
meaning  of  liberty  to  the  nations  and 
peoples  of  the  earth  whom  we  have  helped 
make  free. 

Consider  the  marshalling  of  force  on  the 
land  and  sea  battle-fields  of  the  world;  the 
millions  from  every  corner  of  the  earth 
fighting  in  a  common  struggle.  They 
came  from  industry— they  enlisted  from 
the  schools.  One  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  thousand  students  from  North  Ameri¬ 
can  colleges  were  stationed  in  the  camps  at 
home  and  abroad.  One  hundred  thousand 
more  drilled  daily  along  with  their  studies. 
The  campuses  of  Europe  have  been  troop 
camps  for  four  long  years.  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  sent  thirty  thousand  men  into 
the  struggle.  Men  from  the  universities 
of  Tokyo,  Nanking  and  Madras  fought 
for  our  common  freedom  in  Mesopotamia, 
Albania  and  France.  India  sent  a  million 
soldiers  over  seas.  Japan  helped  police 
the  Mediterranean  and  the  Pacific.  China 
sent  her  labor  battalions  to  France.  Africa 
contributed  her  native  troops  and  labor 
units. 
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“There  was  neither  East  nor  West, 

Nor  border  nor  breed,”  nor  clan 
But  one  great  goal  that  Right  might  rule 
In  the  heart  of  the  race  of  man. 

As  the  roar  of  the  guns  is  lost  again  in 
the  whir  of  the  wheels  of  peace,  we  keep 
ever  before  us  the  glorious  quest  of  the 
strife  in  which  we  fought:  the  high  enthrone¬ 
ment  of  liberty  as  dominant  motif  in  North 
America  and  Europe;  yes,  and  in  all  the 
rest  of  the  world.  The  drills  are  ended  and 
the  trenches  leveled  and  we  dread  to  re¬ 
member  the  past;  but  the  war  will  be  won 
and  democracy  safe  only  when  the  peoples 
of  all  these  lands  walk  in  the  ordered  path 
of  Christian  freedom.  Upon  the  direction 
of  their  future  steps  will  rest  the  fellowship 
of  the  world. 

What  will  be  their  choices?  Will  they  be 
toward  selfishness  or  along  the  ways  of 
mutual  service?  We  do  not  know,  nor  can  we 
tell.  But  certain  is  it  that  in  whatever  directions 
these  peoples  move  they  will  travel  rapidly.  Our 
age  is  one  wherein  there  is  room  for  individual 
action,  but  its  peculiar  principle  is  social  unity. 
National  populations  will  think  and  act  together. 

The  leaders  of  the  nations  will  determine 
the  road  of  peace  or  conflict  along  which 
the  next  generation  of  men  shall  tread. 
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And  the  leaders  of  the  new  generation 
will  be  those  who  are  trained  in  the  schools. 
A  prominent  historian  said  a  quarter  of  a 
century  ago,  “Tell  me  what  the  young 
men  in  the  schools  are  thinking  today  and 
I  will  tell  you  how  the  nation  will  move 
tomorrow.”  The  schools  of  a  people  de¬ 
termine  the  path  of  a  nation.  Impelled 
by  her  now  discredited  leaders,  the  schools 
of  Germany  trained  their  students  for  em¬ 
pire  and  war.  The  schools  of  America 
have  been  cradles  of  democracy.  A  popu¬ 
lar  jingle  familiar  to  the  children  of  our 
polyglot  people  runs: 

“We'll  put  them  in  our  melting  pot, 

Teach  them  the  golden  rule, 

And  hatch  out  future  presidents. 

In  any  public  school.” 

Unconsciously,  but  rightly,  the  writer  of 
the  lines  sang  of  the  Golden  Rule  as  the 
foundation  of  American  freedom.  It  is 
the  basis  of  any  true  democracy.  “Doing 
unto  others,”  following  the  commandment 
of  Christ  is  the  enduring  program  of  any 
real  liberty.  Service  is  the  watchword 
and  condition  of  a  lasting  democracy. 
And  as  service  finds  its  richest  interpreta¬ 
tion  in  the  teaching  and  practice  of  Jesus 
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Christ,  so  can  true  democracy  arise  only 
when  filled  with  the  spirit  of  its  Giver. 

Our  task  then,  is  to  help  bring  to  our 
brothers  throughout  the  earth  this  message 
of  liberty — but  one  for  spirit  and  mind  as 
well  as  body.  Education  without  religion 
breeds  corruption.  Education  without  the 
Christian  religion  breeds  agnosticism  and 
selfishness.  A  selfish  people  will  build  a 
selfish  nation,  and  the  end  of  this  road  we 
know. 

What  is  the  service  to  which  we  are 
challenged?  It  becomes  clearer  in  a  review 
of  the  earth.  The  Japanese  Government 
began  to  develop  a  careful  system  of  educa¬ 
tion  fifty  years  ago  and  today  ninety  eight 
per  cent  of  Japanese  children  between  the 
ages  of  six  and  twelve  are  in  the  school. 
Yet,  through  the  divorce  of  education  and 
religion,  ninety  per  cent  of  the  graduates 
of  Government  schools  in  Japan  are  frankly 
without  religious  faith.  From  what  pure 
source  will  the  leaders  of  new  Japan  draw 
ideals  along  which  to  guide  their  nation  ? 

In  a  recent  Y.M.C.A.  canvass  in  Buenos 
Aires  it  was  discovered  that  only  four 
university  students  in  five  thousand  had 
any  faith  whatever  in  God. 

In  India,  the  Mohammedans  have  es tab- 
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lished  a  university  at  Aligarh  and  the 
Hindus  a  college  at  Benares.  John  R. 
Mott  said,  “The  burning  question  is: 
Shall  the  leadership  of  India  be  heathen, 
agnostic  or  Christian?  Positively  we  must 
educate,  or  hand  over  this  leadership  to 
Hinduism  or  Mohammedanism.” 

Will  the  leaders  of  the  nations  in  this 
next  generation  be  guided  by  pure  ideals 
or  led  by  sinister  obsessions?  For  the  sake 
of  the  future  of  the  world’s  people  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  national  and  international  thought 
must  not  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  leaders 
who  have  not  the  ideals  or  faith  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace.  Nor  can  governments  of 
and  by  the  people  be  safe  in  lands  where  the 
mass  of  the  population  is  illiterate. 

In  Japan  Christian  education  is  essential 
because  the  government  schools  do  not 
foster  Christian  ideals.  In  China  more 
than  ninety  per  cent  of  the  people  cannot 
read  or  write.  Only  one  tenth  of  the 
school  population  is  now  in  school.  One 
million  teachers  are  needed  to  teach  new 
schools  and  the  Chinese  Government  is 
not  now  anywhere  nearly  equal  to  the 
task.  The  Government  has  no  trained 
teachers  to  put  into  those  places  of  leader¬ 
ship.  The  opportunity  of  education,  there¬ 
fore,  falls  to  the  Christian  organizations  to 
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meet.  One  denomination  alone  could  en¬ 
roll  one  million  children  in  primary  schools 
in  villages  for  which  it  alone  is  responsible, 
if  it  had  the  teachers  and  the  equipment. 
The  meeting  of  this  awful  need  is  a  part  of 
the  problem  which  the  Christian  schools 
already  established  are  planning  to  solve. 

In  India  less  than  one-third  of  the  school 
population  is  in  school.  Only  one  out  of 
ten  men,  and  one  out  of  one  hundred 
women  can  read  and  write.  Democracy 
cannot  be  safe  in  any  country  where  il¬ 
literacy  is  so  appalling.  The  Mass  Move¬ 
ment,  in  which  great  groups  of  villages 
have  decided  among  themselves  to  accept 
Christianity,  brings  its  problem  and  op¬ 
portunity.  Tens  of  thousands  of  people 
largely  illiterate  have  accepted  the  spirit 
of  Christ,  and  Christian  education  must 
meet  this  challenging  need.  Only  as  their 
minds  are  illumined  will  they  be  able  to 
walk  in  the  light  of  His  full  freedom. 

Fifty-nine  sixtieths  of  Africa  is  owned 
by  Europe.  And  although  railroads  are 
shimmering  the  glint  of  their  steel  bands  in 
every  direction  across  the  former  “Dark 
Continent,”  although  from  Africa’s  mines 
the  world  gets  ninety  per  cent  of  its 
diamonds  and  forty-five  per  cent  of  its 
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gold — nevertheless,  the  hearts  of  the  great 
peoples  of  Africa  are  still  dark.  And 
Western  commercialism,  pushing  into  the 
country,  exploiting  its  resources  is  making 
some  cities  “universities  of  crime.”  Five 
hundred  thousand  natives  annually  are 
enticed  to  work  in  the  Johannesburg 
mines.  Twenty  thousand  of  them  die 
yearly.  Thirty-two  per  cent  contract  tuber¬ 
culosis.  Other  thousands  later  return  to 
their  villages  with  the  vices  and  diseases  of 
the  cities.  Whether  the  new  generation 
of  Africa  shall  be  led  out  into  such  light  of 
liberty  as  only  can  make  a  free  people, 
depends  upon  the  sacrifice  and  leadership 
of  Christian  believers  in  every  land.  Cer¬ 
tain  it  is  that  unless  these  people  are  helped 
to  rise  they  will  ultimately  drag  down  the 
rest  of  the  world.  Neither  nation  nor  earth 
can  remain  “half  slave  and  half  free.” 

In  South  America  not  only  must  the  minds 
of  the  young  men  and  women  be  trained  in 
the  arts  and  sciences  of  the  West,  but  also 
must  they  be  dominated  by  the  spirit  of  Jesus 
Christ  which  underlies  our  truest  teaching. 

We  face  a  newly  developing  world  leader¬ 
ship  among  the  nations.  What  idea 
shall  control?  Liberty  or  dominion?  What 
religion  shall  lead?  Christianity  or  another? 
Today’s  answer  will  determine  tomorrow’s 
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destiny.  We  have  come  to  the  parting  of 
the  ways.  Nations  have  made  their  choices 
in  history  and  risen  or  fallen  according  to 
the  righteousness  of  the  path  in  which  they 
decided  to  travel.  The  world  now  faces 
the  issue,  and  the  students  of  today  must 
choose  for  their  countries’  future.  The 
students  of  the  world  are  the  artificers  of 
the  world’s  destiny. 

An  outpost  of  Yale  was  founded  in  China 
in  1906,  “to  assist  China  by  training  native 
students  to  become  leaders  in  their  own 
country;  and  by  reproducing  in  the  Far 
East  the  wholesome  moral  and  social  influ¬ 
ences  of  an  American  college  community .” 
Today,  the  life  of  Changsha,  a  city  of  230,- 
000  people  in  the  heart  of  China,  together 
with  the  entire  province  of  Hunan,  is 
dominated  by  the  life  that  goes  out  from 
the  instructors  and  graduates  of  Ya-Li. 
This  is  the  capital  of  a  province  where  it 
was  fatal  for  a  “foreign  devil”  to  even  take 
a  “look-see”  up  to  1900. 

The  Sister  College  Movement  among 
girls  in  the  colleges  of  one  denomination 
was  started  in  1915.  Today  from  thirty- 
four  such  colleges,  gifts  of  money  and  life 
go  with  friendly  letters  to  their  sisters 
over-seas.  The  stimulating  effects  of  this 
interchange  of  life  and  interest  between  the 
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The  missionary  and  the  modern  young  man  of 
South  America  are  agreed  that  the  future  mothers 
of  the  race  shall  not  be  hothouse  'products 
trained  only  in  the  gentler  arts 


students  of  America  and  of  other  lands 
have  been  so  wholesome  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  sympathy  and  mutual  under¬ 
standing  that  this  Movement  is  already 
termed  “One  of  the  important  factors  in 
the  promotion  of  international  friendship/’ 
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There  is  no  bond  of  union  so  strong  as 
that  which  develops  from  service  given  and 
received.  The  students  of  North  America 
for  the  students  of  the  world — gifts  of 
money  and  life  for  the  teaching  of  liberty. 
What  an  opportunity  opening  the  way  for 
an  international  fraternity  never  before 
approached  in  the  record  of  Christian 
fellowship ! 

As  students  of  America  we  have  already 
pledged  our  lives  for  the  defense  of  free¬ 
dom.  We  have  gladly  enlisted  to  fight  that 
it  might  not  perish  from  the  earth.  We 
have  won  the  first  part  of  the  struggle. 
And  yet  our  gift  of  life  has  not  been  de¬ 
manded  in  proportion  to  the  measure  of  our 
great  devotion.  Five  million  lives  mobilized 
— sixty  thousand  called.  But  we  see  now  as 
we  did  not  before  the  end  of  this  strife, 
the  call  of  the  Christ  for  our  full  offer  of 
life.  We  mobilized  for  the  defense  of  free¬ 
dom;  let  us  mobilize  for  its  extension. 
Sixty  thousand  martyrs  in  France;  not 
a  third  that  number  of  Protestant  mission¬ 
aries  in  all  lands  living  to  teach  liberty 
overseas . 

We  have  been  allied  with  the  world, 
fighting  for  a  common  goal.  As  in  death, 
so  in  life  let  us  share  in  fellowship  with  these 
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comrades  of  other  lands  who  have  not  yet 
the  light  to  interpret  as  the  gift  of  Christ 
this  freedom  for  which  we  mutually  sacri¬ 
ficed.  Let  us  bind  ourselves  with  them  in 
life  for  the  establishment  among  us  all 
together  of  that  true  liberty  of  spirit,  mind 
and  body  for  which  we  would  gladly  have 
died;  building  thereby  a  great  world  student 
fraternity  dedicated  to  the  high  purpose  of 
Christian  freedom. 

“In  the  beauty  of  the  lilies 

Christ  was  born  across  the  sea, 

With  a  glory  in  his  bosom 

That  transfigures  you  and  me.” 

As  He  lived  to  make  men  holy, 

Let  us  live  to  make  men  free, 

And  God  will  go  marching  on. 
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